
From impact to recovery: A timeline of COVID research
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PATH TO RECOVERY

Growth rates were lower than 
typical, and stark achievement 
gaps were apparent in reading and 
math by spring 2021.

Growth rates exceeded or were 
parallel to pre-COVID, and gaps 
narrowed modestly.

Growth rates fell short of pre-
pandemic trends in most grades, 
and students remain a long way 
from recovery.

Growth rates fell short of pre-
pandemic trends in most grades, 
and the distance to recovery 
increased in the upper grades.

CONTEXT

• Schools were remote some or 
most of the year 

• High rates of virus for much of 
the school year

• Students and educators reported 
high rates of anxiety and mental 
health challenges

• Schools receive several rounds of 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding

• Most schools return to in-
person instruction but debates 
over mask/vaccination policies 
created additional tensions 
within communities

• Schools faced major staffing issues

• High rates of chronic absenteeism 

• Schools faced multiple 
implementation challenges 
in getting COVID recovery 
interventions off the ground

• Laws banning teaching about 
certain topics are passed in 
many states

• Schools/school boards were 
highly politicized 

• Districts face significant pressure 
to spend down remaining ESSER 
funds before they expire

• Schools continue to face 
staffing shortages

• Teachers report higher rates of 
student disruptive behaviors

• AI tools, such as ChatGPT, are 
released and increasingly (mis)
used by students

• ESSER funds are running out 
and many districts are facing 
looming fiscal cliff creating 
uncertainty around how to 
sustain recovery efforts without 
this funding source

• Continued challenges with 
student engagement and chronic 
absenteeism in school

• Declines in enrollment and 
funding challenges lead to 
increased school closures

• An increasing number of 
schools are considering cell 
phone bans during school hours 
to reduce disruptions
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